
Expert Committee on Youth Employment & Migration  
 

Convenor - Selim Jahan, Senior Advisor, Poverty Group, UNDP/BDP 
 

Selim Jahan is the Cluster Leader for Strategies and Policies in Poverty Reduction for the Poverty 
Group, Bureau for Development Policy (BDP). He is also the Senior Adviser on Employment for 
Poverty Reduction in the Bureau. During the period 1992-2001, Mr. Jahan served as the Deputy 
Director and one of the core authors of UNDP's flagship publication - the Human Development 
Report. Prior to joining UNDP in 1992, he has been a Professor of Economics, University of 
Dhaka, Bangladesh and the Economic Adviser to the Planning Commission, Government of 
Bangladesh. Mr. Jahan has served as a Consultant to various multilateral and bilateral 
organizations including ADB, CIDA, ILO, the World Bank, UNESCO, and USAID. He has a 
Ph.D in Economics from McGill Univeristy, Canada and his research interests include human 
development, employment and labour market, gender equality. Mr. Jahan, a macroeconomist by 
training, is the author of six books and more than 150 articles published in academic journals.  

 
UN Experts: 

 
 
José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs, ILO, Executive Director, Employment Sector 
 
Prior to joining the ILO in 2005, José Manuel Salazar-Xirinachs was Chief Trade Adviser and 
Director of the Trade Unit at the Organization of American States (OAS) supporting member 
States in matters related to trade policy and economic integration, in particular, negotiating a Free 
Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). He served as Minister of Foreign Trade of Costa Rica, as 
Executive Director of the Federation of Private Entities of Central America and Panama 
(FEDEPRICAP), and as the Federation's Chief Economist. He was also a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Central Bank of Costa Rica and Executive President of the Costa Rican 
Development Corporation. He is the author of numerous publications on development, trade and 
competitiveness policies, and has edited two books. 

 
Giovanna Rossignotti, Coordinator, Youth Employment Programme, ILO 
 
Ms. Giovanna Rossignotti is the Coordinator of the Youth Employment Programme, at the 
headquarters of the International Labour Office in Geneva. She joined ILO in 1995 and has since 
held several positions, first in the Bureau for Workers’ Activities in Côte d’Ivoire and then in the 
Programme Boosting Employment through Small Enterprise Development at HQ. Prior to joining 
the ILO, she worked at the European Commission in the Trade Union Information Unit in 
Brussels. She has published several papers and articles on employment-related topics, particularly 
on youth employment and trade union strategies in the informal economy.   
 
 
Jean Fares, Co-author World Development Report 2007 on youth and Economist, Human 
Development Network, World Bank 
 
Since joining the Bank in 2003, Jean Fares’ work has focused on labour market research and 
operational support activities, particularly in the area of child labour and youth employment. He 



conducted analytical work in several countries including Bosnia Herzegovina, the Pacific Islands, 
China and Turkey as well as regional analysis for Africa and the MENA regions.  Previously, he 
was an Assistant Professor at the American University of Beirut, and a Senior Analyst in the 
research department of the Bank of Canada. Jean holds a PhD in economics from the Université 
de Montreal and MA from the University of Western Ontario. 
 

 
 
Luca Dall’Oglio, Permanent Observer for the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to 
the United Nations. 
 
A sociologist by training, Mr. Dall’Oglio has dedicated a large part of his career to issues related 
to population stabilization, post-crisis transition and recovery, with extensive field assignments in 
the Horn of Africa, Mozambique, Haiti, Guatemala and Kosovo.  He was also IOM’s regional 
representative in Washington D.C. and Rome.  Prior to IOM, he worked for UNESCO’s regional 
office for social sciences in Bangkok promoting teaching and research in the area of human 
rights, population, youth and migration. Before joining the international civil service, Mr. 
Dall’Oglio conducted teaching and research activities with the University of Rome and national 
and international research organizations with a focus of futures studies and social forecasting.  
 
 
 
 
Independent Expert: 
 
 
 
Felipe Luiz Lopez-Calva, Visiting Scholar, Centre for International Development, Stanford 
University and Chief-Economist-Designate, RBLAC, UNDP  
 
In addition to his appointment at Stanford University, Luís Felipe López-Calva is Associate 
Professor and Chair, of the Masters in Public Economics programme in the Graduate School of 
Public Affairs of the Tecnológico de Monterrey. He is also the Director of the Human 
Development Research Office in Mexico. He has served as Professor of Economics at the 
Universidad de la Américas en Puebla and in the Colegio de México. He is a Commissioner of 
the Mexican Commission on Macroeconomics and Health and is member of the Technical 
Committee for Poverty Measurement at the Mexican Ministry of Social Development. He holds a 
B.A. in Economics from the Universidad de las Américas-Puebla, a Masters in Economics from 
the University of Boston, and a Masters and PhD in Economics from the University of Cornell.  
 

*** 


