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Business Opportunities Network for
%
(MDGF-2097-) MDG ACHIEVEMENT FUND

Total Budget: USD8,000,000
Budaet by A _ WTO: 802,500 UNCTAD: 797,732
udget by Agency: FAO: 1,839,500 UNDP: 2,439,100

UNIDO: 2,067,168
Ministry of Agricultural Development, Panamanian Tourist Board, Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Small and Medium-Sized Business Authority, Ministry of Economy and Finance.

Participating Gov. Entities:

Start Date: December 18, 2009 Approval Date: August 28, 2009
Est. End Date: December 18, 2012 Signature Date: November 18, 2009
Disbursements: First Disbursement: December 18, 2009 USD2,033,649

Second Disbursement:

Third Disbursement:

This three-year, Joint Programme aims to reduce levels of poverty, particularly in rural and indigenous
areas, by supporting the poor population in starting up new, sustainable micro-businesses with an
emphasis on the tourism and agricultural sectors. Based on the principle of human development
through distributional equity, the programme is aimed at covering the gap existing between the
governmental Opportunities Network (Red de Oportunidades) for conditional cash transfers and the
Panama Impulse (Impulso Panamd) programme aimed at consolidating already existing medium-sized
companies. The proposed Joint Programme for a Business Opportunities Network for Poor Families,
with an intercultural focus, includes: (i) suitable public policies, (ii) access to production resources, (iii)
reduction of costs and risks, (iv) greater productivity and improved working conditions, including the
integration of larger clusters and access to a broader range of goods and services.

In Brief:

Outcomes:
e More efficient and effective local micro-business development
processes, based on the private sector's participation in
associations with the public sector.

e Improved access to production resources and quality support PAN

services for micro-entrepreneurs.

e Reduction in the costs and risks inherent to micro-financial
activities.

e Atarget population with strengthened capabilities has identified
and developed sustainable micro-businesses in order to improve
their quality of life.

Regions of Intervention: Coclé, Herrera, Veraguas and Chiriqui.

MDGs MDG1 :T1B;

Project coordinator: Amael Candenedo RCO Focal Point: Katherine Mcaleer
Beneficiaries Direct Indirect
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e No. Institutions 13 75

¢ No.Women 27,028 53,800
e No. Men 34,473 71,650
e No. ethnic groups 0 0
Status Delayed

Estimated financial execution
status as of the 30 June, 2010
biannual report:

Disbursed Budget:
e 4% over the Total approved budget
e 15% over transferred budget

Committed Budget:
e 5% over the Total approved budget

e  20% over transferred budget

Delivery rate by Agency
Graphic:
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Main Achievements:

1. Outcome 1: the mapping of productive activities is under way in the project zones.

2. Outcome 1: the thematic modules for training in Local Economic Development are being

developed.

3. Outcome 2: contact has been initiated with the micro-entrepreneur organizations and public

projects linked to the JP.

Other important achievements

The programme is currently in the preparatory phase of laying the foundations for the programme’s

implementation. The programme’s general coordination structure has been consolidated.

Does the JP incorporate gender considerations in the activities/outputs/outcomes? (example)

Does the JP include gender specific indicators in the monitoring plan?(example)

Does the JP mention gender relationships as part of the challenges analyzed? (specify)
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